
 

 

 

 

READING, WRITING AND PHONICS 

Our aim at Shotley Bridge Infant School is to help children develop into enthusiastic 

readers and writers and the best way of achieving this is by working in partnership with 

parents. 

We hope that this document gives an understanding of how literacy skills are taught in 

school and how you can support your child at home. 

Reading 

Reading together at home is one of the easiest but most important ways in which you can help your 

child.  Regular and frequent reading sessions together with your child will help him or her become 

an effective and confident reader. 

Recent reports highlight the positive impact parents make by reading with and to their children 

and the far reaching consequences of sharing books with young children. 

’15 year olds whose parents had read to them when they were just starting     school reads 

at least as well as their peers one grade above them.’(Let’s read them a story!  The Parent Factor in Education.2012) 

Reading in school 

Reading in school takes many forms.  Your child may be heard read individually, as part of group 

guided reading session, in phonics sessions and as part of their topic work.  Our aim is to help 

children develop into enthusiastic readers who read for pleasure.  To do this we use a range of 

reading schemes which have been sorted into Book Bands.  Children are encouraged to become 

discerning readers by choosing freely from within their coloured book band. We are currently 

trialling a reading programme which your child can access via the internet at home. 

Children need to have an understanding of the text that they are reading.  To help them develop 

this understanding, it is important that they are given the opportunity to talk about the books they 

have read.  Take time to talk about the genre, ask your child to summarise the story, identify 

characters and setting, take on the role of a character and act out part of the story or talk about 

why characters behave as they do. 

 

 

 



Reading at home – How can you help your child. 

 Set aside some quiet time and find somewhere without any distractions – turn off the 

radio/tv/computer. 

 Ask your child to choose a book – sharing books they have chosen shows you care what 

they think and that their opinion matters and they are more likely to engage with a book. 

 Sit close together – encourage your child to hold the book themselves and/or turn 

pages. 

 Don’t be afraid to use funny voices when you read aloud – children love this! 

 Let your child see you read for pleasure or fpr a purpose (eg instructions, web pages) 

and provide a wide range of reading material(magazines, comics, emails, recipe books etc) 

 Listen to them read regularly and frequently(10 to 15 mins is long enough for most 

children) 

 Read to your child.  By reading rich, quality stories to your child you are helping them 

hear and develop vocabulary they are not yet able to access in their own reading. 

 Talk about the character, plots and settings of stories. 

 Join the local library. 

 Point out and read together all the written words that surround us every day(sign 

posts, labels, packaging etc) Place labels around the house. 

 TALK, TALK, TALK and TALK more!  Talking about booksis viatal to develop your 

child’s vocabulary and understanding – no matter how competently they are reading. 

 MAKE IT FUN!  It doesn’t matter how you read with a child ans long as you both enjoy 

the time together. 

……..My child is refusing to read! 

Reading should be fun for all involved and if it starts to become a battlefield then stop.  Continue 

to read to your child but reconsider the time you are asking them to read to you…..are they tired 

or hungry?  Would another time be more suitable?  Have you tried accessing books via the 

internet?  Please let your child’s class teacher know, provision can be made in school and advice is 

always available 

……..Should I correct my child if they make a mistake? 

Don’t correct every mistake your child makes; as they read on they will often self-correct when 

they realise it does not make sense.  If your child substitutes a similar word for another, but the 

meaning is retained, let him/her carry on.  However, if they are rushing and make careless 

mistakes, encourage then to slow down a bit and look carefully at the words. 

……..What if they meet an unfamiliar word? 

Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ unfamiliar words and to try and blend the letters.  If this 

‘phonic’ approach doesn’t work, encourage them to use the context/meaning of the text to help 

(e.g. by reading to the end of the sentence).  If the book contains pictures, encourage your child to 

look at them to get cluse about unfamiliar words.  If your child hesitates, wait.  Given time, they 

will often show that they can work out words successfully.  Provide the word if none of the above 

strategies work or if your child is getting anxious. 



Writing 

Writing is complicated!  Most of us take the ability to write for granted.  Even if we’re not 

keen writers, we may still write out a shopping list or jot down the odd note.  For children 

however, writing is a skill that they have to learn and as with so many skills in life, it develops 

gradually. 

Starting to write 

Children begin their journey towards writing by making marks, not by producing letters and words.  

Thick crayons, chalk and paintbrushes are great tools for making patterns and lines at this early 

stage.  It might look like a scribble but it is actually the first steps to writing. 

Moving on 

The marks children make slowly begin to have more meaning for them and you will be able to see 

this by listening to what they say when they play with pens, crayons and paper. Children begin to 

understand the difference between drawing and writing  and may start to copy writing situations 

seen around them.  Adding to your shopping list, for example!  Seeing you write and having the 

opportunity to mimic helps children develop as writers. 

From first words to confident writing  

At around 4 years old, children begin to write their first words – and their own name is usually the 

first of all.  This is partly because it has huge meaning for them and also because adults tend to 

point out and write children’s names.  Reading is a hugely influential factor in this next stage.  As 

children learn about reading, letter shapes and words begin to have more meaning for them. 

When children are learning to read, they often start to write quite simple and repetitive sentences 

such as ‘I like to….’ because they are confident about how to put these words down.  Try not to 

keep ‘correcting’ children about what they write at this time as this can stop them from having a 

go at writing new words. 

Helping your child 

There are many ways of helping your child to write: 

 Be patient!  Children who are corrected too often or asked to write other things out 

‘properly’ can lose interest in doing it at all.  On the other hand, children who enjoy the process of 

mark making and writing notes, and who know that anything they produce is praised will write more 

often and so get better at it. 

 Provide endless supplies of paper, crayons, felt tips and – if you can bear it- paint!  

Rolls of old wallpaper and backing paper make excellent canvases. 

 Head outdoors!  Chalk and brushes dipped in water are great writing tools.  Patio’s, 

walls, paths in the park and even pavements are fantastic for helping children to learn to control 

their movements and the chalk won’t leave any permanent damage. 

 Give children a reason to write.  Postcards, letters, emails, shopping lists are all great 

reasons for you to demonstrate and your child to copy and practise. 

 KEEP READING AND TALKING!  Unless they can verbally form a sentence, it is very 

hard for a child to write a sentence!  Talking with children helps to develop their sentence 

structure and vocabulary.  Try picture books without words – encourage your child to make up the 

story and read good story books together to develop language. 

 



PHONICS 

Phonics Statement 

At Shotley Bridge Infants School, we consider having a secure understanding of the letter 

sounds and spelling system of English to be vitally important. Phonic skills need to be 

developed using a staged, systematic and fun approach to support all children in their reading 

and writing. 

Letters and Sounds 

We follow ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme of phonics this begins at Early Years Foundation 

Stage, through KS1. It’s focus is securing work recognition skills allowing children to decode 

(read), encode (spell) and helps build their comprehension skills.The programme is broken 

into 6 phases.  Phase one focusses on speaking and listening skills and builds phonological 

awareness to allow children to know letter sounds. Through phase 2-5 children are 

introduced to a range of phonemes, grapheme diagraphs and tricky words. These help 

children to develop fluency in their word reading and spelling skills. 

Children are taught in 20 minute daily discrete sessions and follow the recommended 

teaching sequence of revisit, review, teach, practice and apply. In addition to this session 

children use and develop their phonic skills during reading and writing in literacy and in all 

areas of the curriculum in extended writing. Staff assess children’s ability to read, decode, 

blend and write these sounds. 

Year 1 Phonic screening check   In the summer term of Year 1 all children will take a 

Phonics Screening Check in which children will be expected to read 40 decodable words, 

some of these are real words and some are nonsense words. This is to ensure children can 

identify taught and learned sounds in an unknown word. This is a statutory requirement and 

allows us to identify those children not at the expected level in reading. All children who do 

not reach this expected level will be re-assessed the following year. 

Phase 6   After children have been assessed as secure at phase 5 they will work within phase 

6. This phase focused predominantly on the spelling ‘rules’. These sessions provide teaching 

of spelling strategies, proof-reading and the application of these strategies into writing. 

If there is a need, children are given extra support by the means of 1:1 work, small support groups 

and intervention activities. This allows them to gain an understanding of any missed sounds or 

misconceptions they may have. All children have access to the Lexia reading programme. 

Letters and Sounds 

Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by the Department for Education and Skills in 

2007.  It aims to build children’s speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to 

prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills.  It sets out a 

detailed and systematic programme for teaching phonic skills for children starting by the age of 5 

with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by seven.  In KS1 at Shotley Bridge Infant School, 

phonics is taught through the Letters and Sounds Scheme. 



 

There are six overlapping phases.  The table below is a summary based on the Letters and Sounds 

guidance for Practitioners and Teachers. 

Phase Phonic Knowledge and Skills 

Phase 1  

–pre-school 
Activities are divided into seven aspects, including environmental sounds, instrumental, 

body sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and finally oral blending and 

segmenting. 

Phase 2 

Year R  
Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound for each.  Blending sounds together 

to make words.  Segmenting words into their separate sounds.  Beginning to read simple 

captions. 

Phase 3 

Year R/1 

  The remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound for each.  Graphemes such as ch, oo, th 

representing the remaining phonemes not covered by single letters.  Reading captions,                        

sentences and questions.  On completion of this phase, children will have learnt the ‘simple code’, 

i.e. one  grapheme for each phoneme in the English language. 

Phase 4 

Year 1 
No new grapheme-phoneme correspondence are taught in this phase.  Children learn to 

blend and segment longer words with adjacent consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump. 

Phase 5 

Year 1/2 

 

Now we move on to the ‘complex code’.  Children learn more graphemes for the 

phonemes which they already know, plus different ways of pronouncing the graphemes 

they already know. 

Phase 6 

Year 2 
Working on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, doubling and dropping letters etc 

(taken from www.letters-and-sounds.com) 

Phonemes and Graphemes 

There are 26 letters in the English alphabet but approximately 44 sounds.  These sounds are called 

‘phonemes’.  A single letter can make a soundbut some soundsa re represented by 2 

letters(digraphs), 3 letters(trigraphs) and in some cases even 4 letters.  For example, the long a 

sound can be represented as ai as in train, a_e as in made, ay as in play, ey as in they, a as in apron 

and even eigh as in sleigh. 

Understanding and recognising the grapheme that corresponds to a phoneme is the basis of 

phonics. 

Blending 

Blending is the process of saying the individual phonemes/sounds in a word and then ‘pushing’ the 

sounds together to make a word.  For example, sounding out (saying the sound the letter makes and 

not its name) c-a-t makes cat; sh-ee-p makes sheep.  To learn to read well children must be able to 

smoothly blend sounds together. 

Showing your child how to blend is important.  Model how to ‘push’ sounds smoothly together 

without stopping at each individual sound. 

Segmenting 

Segmenting is a skill used in spelling.  In order to spell the word car, it is necessary to segment the 

word into its constituent phonemes or sounds: c-a-t 

Children often understand segmenting as ‘chopping’ a word.  In school, children are encouraged to 

use sound buttons to identify how many sounds/phonemes are in each word before writing.  

Children need time to think about a word before writing it, say the word several times, ‘chop’ the 

word and then write it. 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/


Tricky Words 

There are always exceptions to rules and in the English language there are ‘tricky’ words that 

cannot be sounded put but need to be learnt.  They do not fit into the usual spelling patterns.  It 

should be noted that when teaching these words, it is important to start with sounds already 

known in the word and then focus on the ‘tricky’ part.   

 

 

 

Useful websites 

www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds-.html 

www.booktrust.org.uk 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

www.starfall.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml 

www.communication4all.co.uk/http/PhonicsPlus.htm 

www.ictgames.co.uk 

www.mrthorne.com/ 

 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/what-is-letters-and-sounds-.html
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4_11/site/literacy.shtml
http://www.communication4all.co.uk/http/PhonicsPlus.htm
http://www.ictgames.co.uk/
http://www.mrthorne.com/

